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wrong. If we’re going to do this, I don’t want
to leave 100 million Americans behind, and
I don’t thank you do either, even if you would
be covered. That’s not right.

So you need to remember here, it isn’t the
title, Patients’ Bill of Rights; it is the specifics.
What are the specifics? Medical privacy: yes
on our bill, no on theirs. Access to specialists:
yes on our bill, no on theirs. Assuring that
accountants don’t make arbitrary medical de-
cisions: yes on our bill, no on theirs—a big
deal to doctors, because they know what hap-
pens to patients. Providing real emergency
room protections: yes on our bill, no on
theirs. Holding health plans accountable if
patients are harmed: yes on our bill, no on
theirs. Protecting patients from secret finan-
cial incentives: yes on our bill, no on theirs.
Keeping your doctor through critical treat-
ments—huge issue—I saw a lot of you nod-
ding your heads when I said that you’d lose
your doctor in the middle of your treat-
ment—yes on our bill, no on theirs. And then
covering all health plans, that is, all Ameri-
cans: yes on our bill, no on theirs.

That’s what’s at issue. This is not about
politics. This is not about party. This is about
a crying need for the American people, and
it’s time we did the right thing. We ought
to do it now, in September, when Congress
comes back.

I want to thank the American Medical As-
sociation, the American Nurse’s Association,
the American College of Emergency Room
Physicians, and so many others. I have to tell
you, we need a bill of rights, not a bill of
goods. We need a law, not another loophole.
If I get that other bill of rights, I will be
forced to veto it, and I will.

Now, I will say again, this is not a partisan
issue any place in the country but Washing-
ton, DC. I believe Republicans and inde-
pendents are just as much for this bill out
here in the real world as Democrats are.
Nothing should be less partisan than the
quality of health care our people receive.
We’re a little more than 500 days from that
new millennium, but there’s only a handful
of days left in this session of Congress. We
cannot let this moment of opportunity be re-
membered as a time of missed opportunity.

Think of what I said about the basketball
game. Think about how fast things are chang-

ing. Think about how fast things can change
in your life, in your family’s life, in your busi-
ness’ life, and in the life of our Nation. Now
is the time to say, we thank God for the good
fortune we have, but we are using it to look
forward to the future, to make a better fu-
ture, to meet the big challenges of this coun-
try. And we ought to begin next month, when
Congress returns, with the Patients’ Bill of
Rights.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 11:35 a.m. at the
Commonwealth Convention Center. In his re-
marks, he referred to Dr. Linda Peeno, cancer
survivor, who introduced the President; Dr. Ken-
neth Peters, president, Kentucky Medical Associa-
tion; Mayor Jerry E. Abramson of Louisville; Gov.
Paul E. Patton and Lt. Gov. Stephen L. Henry
of Kentucky; Kentucky State Auditor Edward B.
Hatchett, Jr.; Kentucky Secretary of State John
Y. Brown III; Judge/Executive David L. Arm-
strong, Jefferson County Commission; and Janice
R. Lachance, Director, Office of Personnel Man-
agement.

Remarks at a Victory in Kentucky
Luncheon in Louisville
August 10, 1998

Thank you. Thank you very much, ladies
and gentlemen. You know, unfortunately, I
don’t get to run for office anymore. [Laugh-
ter] And therefore, I’m supposed to appear
above the fray and unpolitical. But I have
some experience in this area, and I would
say, if I asked you—if I gave everybody here
a piece of paper and a pencil and I said I
want you to write down why Scotty Baesler
believes he should be the Senator, I believe
you could all write something down now,
couldn’t you? [Laughter] That is the defini-
tion of a good political speech. Let’s give him
a hand. [Applause] That was a great, great
thing to do. Thank you.

You know, I love this State, and the mayor
almost made fun of me—and the Gov-
ernor—for coming here so much to Ken-
tucky. I don’t want to apologize, but I have
been coming here a long time now and a
lot of times since I’ve been President. And
this State has been very good to the Vice
President and to me, and I want to say a
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special word of thanks for that, for the sup-
port and the electoral votes we received from
the people of Kentucky in both our runs. On
behalf of the First Lady and Al and Tipper,
all of us, we’re very grateful to Kentucky for
that.

I want to thank the Governor for being
my friend and for doing such a wonderful
job. I want to say to Steve Henry and Charlie
Owen, I think you both have bright futures,
and you’ve shown a lot of character by the
way you’ve rallied behind Scotty Baesler and
the idea of the Democratic Party and the
principles for which you made your race. And
I appreciate it very, very much.

I want to thank all the other officials who
are here, including my longtime friend and
fellow Arkansan, your county judge execu-
tive, David Armstrong; your State party chair,
Ron McCloud. And we’ve got a congressional
candidate here, Chris Gorman. Chris stand
up there. Good for you for running. Where’s
Fred Cowen? Fred stand up; stand up there.

When I was a young man starting out in
politics 20 plus years ago, Fred Cowen was
then an Arkansan. And on October 3d, 1991,
when I ran—announced my candidacy for
President, there were only two elected offi-
cials from outside Arkansas who were on the
steps of the old Statehouse with me, and one
of them was Fred Cowen. So I want you to
help him get elected here. It would mean
a lot to me personally to do that.

Senator Ford, I’m going to miss you—and
you do look good. [Laughter] We’ve all had
that experience. I knew I was sort of on the
other side of the divide when an 80-year-old
woman came up to me that I’d known many
years and looked up at me and said, ‘‘Bill,
you look so good for a man your age.’’
[Laughter]

I’d also like to thank one other person who
is here. I was a Governor, you know, forever
and a day. I was a Governor for 12 years.
And then I got beat once, so I was out for
2 years. So over a 14-year span, I had the
privilege of working with five Kentucky Gov-
ernors. You know, you had that one-term
deal then, so all I had to do was hold on
to my job, and I’d always know somebody
new from Kentucky if I’d just wait around.
[Laughter] But one of them who was a par-
ticular friend of mine is John Y. Brown, and

he’s here today, and I thank him very much
for coming. Thank you, Governor. Thank
you.

Now, look, Scotty has given the speech,
but let me tell you, the stakes are very high.
The issue he mentioned, many others I could
mention, they depend upon having people
in the Congress who will do the right thing.
Now, just ask yourself—just take the three
things he mentioned that are in the past, and
one in the future, and think about the issues
we’ll be facing. Think about the minimum
wage, the family and medical leave law, the
crime bill, and the Patients’ Bill of Rights.
What do all those things have in common?
The real beneficiaries of that legislation are
the ordinary folks in this country, the people
who work here at this place, not those of us
who are sitting here at these tables.

The real beneficiaries are the people who
are not organized, who could never afford
to come to a luncheon like this, but who are
the heart and soul of this country, who get
up every day and do the best they can at
their job. They do the best they can to raise
their children and take care of their parents.
They pay their taxes. They fight our wars.
They do all the work in this country. And
all they want is a fair deal.

And when things change as much as
they’ve been changing in how we work and
live and relate to each other and the rest of
the world, the job of the Government is to
take our oldest values and hook them to new
ideas so that we can move into the future
and make it a better time than the past.

You go back through the whole history of
this country, and you see that the country
has always been about certain basic things.
It’s been about freedom for responsible citi-
zens and widening the circle of freedom. We
redefine it quite a lot. When we started out,
you had to be a white male property owner
to vote. We didn’t even let all the white men
vote when we started. We said ‘‘All people
are created equal,’’ and then we said, ‘‘Oh,
by the way, here’s our definition.’’ So we’ve
had to do a lot of work on freedom.

It’s about opportunity. I’m grateful for the
fact that there are 16 million new jobs and
that we have the lowest unemployment rate
in 28 years. But as Congressman Baesler said,
there are still a lot of people who are working
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hard and don’t have enough to get by. There
are still some places in this country—inner-
city neighborhoods, places like Appalachia,
and places in South Texas, Native American
reservations—where they don’t know there’s
been an economic recovery. It’s about widen-
ing the circle of opportunity.

And it’s about deepening the bonds of our
community, the idea that we want to live in
a country where not only we are treated fair-
ly, but everyone else is, too; where not only
we have a chance to raise our children and
build our families and our communities, but
everyone else does, too.

So you think about the crime bill. The
crime bill is about freedom and community,
because if you’re scared to death when your
child goes to school, if you don’t feel secure
on your own street, you’re not really free.

You think about the minimum wage. It’s
about opportunity and community. And by
the way, it’s always turned out to be good
economics, because if working people are
making enough money, then they’ll be
spending it with other people who are in
business.

If you take the Patients’ Bill of Rights—
and it’s the most important thing now, be-
cause it’s something we still have to do—160
million Americans are in managed care.
Now, I don’t think that’s a bad thing, because
before managed care, inflation in health care
costs had gone up at 3 times the rate of infla-
tion. That was unsustainable. It was going to
bankrupt businesses; it was going to bankrupt
families; it was going to take too much of
our money away.

But any device for saving money should
be hooked to the values of the mission. The
mission of the health care system is to take
care of people. And the problem with man-
aged care is that there are no limits that ex-
press the values of the country.

Now, this Patients’ Bill of Rights, here’s
what it does—let me just tell you what it
does, because it says a lot. I could go through
all these other issues, but I’m going to take
my cue from the Congressman, because
here’s an issue—every single issue—keep in
mind, every single issue, he’s on one side,
his opponent is on the other.

This Patients’ Bill of Rights says you ought
to have a right to a specialist if you’ve got

a medical condition which requires a special-
ist. We had a lot of breast cancer survivors
at our former event. Why? Well, one reason
is, they know that it makes a big difference,
if you’re a woman with breast cancer and you
have to have a mastectomy, whether you have
a specialist or a general surgeon. Just one
example. We say yes; they say no.

Two, you ought to have a right to emer-
gency room care in emergency conditions
where the nearest emergency room is. And
you just think about it. If one of your kids
gets in a car wreck, and they get hauled into
a hospital, and your children are on life sup-
ports, do you want the doctors to have to
wait to call an insurance company to get ap-
proval before they start taking care of them?
I don’t think so. Just ask yourself what you
want. Most of us wouldn’t have to worry
about it. Millions of Americans do. Should
we change that? We say yes; they say no.

Here’s another thing that happens. Sup-
pose you’ve got an HMO, and your employer,
as he or she ought to have the right to do,
has to change insurers at a certain time.
Should they be able to make you change your
doctor if you’re in the middle of treatment?
If you’re a woman who is 7 months pregnant
or 6 months pregnant and you’ve been going
to the same doctor all the time, should they
be able to force you to change obstetricians?

What if you’re in the process—what if
you’ve got some sort of lymphoma or cancer,
you’re taking chemotherapy, and you’re in
the middle of treatment? Should they be able
to make you change your oncologist, or
should there be protections against that? We
say, yes, there should be protections, and you
ought to be able to complete your treatment
before you can be required to change doc-
tors. They say no.

Should you have real protections of privacy
for your medical records that are even strict-
er than the ones we’ve got now, or should
we make your records available to more peo-
ple? They say, make them available to more
people. We say, not without your permission.
We think, in this computerized age where
everything about us is on a computer, we
need more privacy protections, not fewer.

See, all this is about the world we’re mov-
ing into. And interestingly enough, there are
43 managed care firms supporting our bill.
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Why? Because they’re out there doing the
right thing already, and they’re being subject
to unfair competition because they’re deter-
mined to take care of people. And they don’t
think it’s right to have somebody else get a
financial advantage with them just because
they’ve got enough power to kill a bill in Con-
gress.

So this is about the future. Man, I’m telling
you, most of the medical stories you’re going
to be hearing in the next 10 years are going
to be good medical stories—unbelievable ad-
vances in medical research. Last year—how
many people do you know, how many friends
or family members have you had in your life
who were confined to wheelchairs because
of spinal cord injuries? Last year, for the first
time ever, a laboratory animal got movement
back in its lower limbs, after its spine had
been shattered, because of a nerve trans-
plant.

How many people do you know whose
child had some sort of predisposition to a
medical condition that, if the parents had
known when the baby went home from the
hospital, they wouldn’t have suffered as
much as they did? Within 5 or 10 years every
mother will get a genetic code map of their
children’s bodies, how it works, what the
pluses and minuses are. Most of the medical
stories are going to be good stories. And
there’s going to have to be business manage-
ment brought to the medicine like everything
else. But you have to put people first.

You know, Scotty is independent. We don’t
agree on everything. When he doesn’t agree
with me, he votes the other way. And most
of the time, I imagine, his constituents
agreed more with him than me. That’s what
representatives are for. But I’ll tell you some-
thing, I never had any doubt that he was the
same person in Washington that he was in
Kentucky and that he wasn’t up there doing
rhetoric to try to inflame people for no good
reason. This election is about whether we’re
going to put the progress of the country over
the partisanship of Washington, whether
we’re going to put the people’s interest over
the interest of politics, whether we’re going
to try to make America more unified as we
go into the future or more divided.

And you really can see this Patients’ Bill
of Rights as a metaphor for every other issue.

I could give you a speech about education,
about how to preserve the environment and
grow the economy, about how we’re going
to deal with the problems so horribly mani-
fested in what we went through with our Em-
bassies in Africa and all the losses of life. But
every issue for the future—you just remem-
ber—the right answer is new ideas, old val-
ues. Take care of most people and those of
us that are doing pretty well are going to do
fine anyway. We’ll figure out how to do fine
if we’ve got a system that takes care of most
ordinary Americans.

That’s what this guy will do. He’ll be a
great Senator for the 21st century. I hope
you will help him. I hope you will help Chris
Gorman. We need every person we can in
the Congress who believes in what Scotty
stood up here and talked about today. And
I thank you for being here to help him.

God bless you. Thank you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:20 p.m. at the
Seelbach Hotel. In his remarks, he referred to
Representative Scotty Baesler, candidate for the
U.S. Senate, and his primary election opponents,
Lt. Gov. Steve L. Henry and Charlie Owen;
Mayor Jerry E. Abramson of Louisville; Gov. Paul
E. Patton of Kentucky; Chris Gorman, candidate
for Kentucky’s Third Congressional District; Fred
Cowen, candidate for Jefferson County judge/ex-
ecutive; and John Y. Brown, former Kentucky
Governor.

Letter to Bill Joy and Ken Kennedy,
Co-Chairmen of the National
Coordination Office for Computing,
Information, and Communications
August 10, 1998

Dear Bill and Ken:
Thank you for your Interim Report advis-

ing me of the President’s Information Tech-
nology Advisory Committee’s (PITAC) find-
ings and recommendations on future direc-
tions for federal support of information tech-
nology research and development. The Vice
President joins me in thanking you and the
other PITAC members for your guidance on
how best to preserve America’s commanding
lead in computing and communications tech-
nology.
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